


"Street photographyis like a box of chocolates.
You never know what you're gonna get."

Thomas Leuthard



My name isThomas Leutharcand L Q&
street photographer from Switzerland.
started to focus on streephotography in
2009 whenl decided to take aliny photos
with an 85mm lensin the strees. After
some timel realized that this lens was o
long for this purpose. The focal length
changed, the name remasd and | got
closer and closer. Toddyake someof my
street photos with a 50mm from a very
short distance.

Why | wrote this book?

There are several reasons why | wrote this book and why | didn't. | didn't wri
this book to show off or because it's hip to write a book. | was starting to blo
on 500pxand realized that people read it and that they wanted more. Some
people even mentioned that | should write a book. It's like with a lot of othe
things. It just started small and got bigger. You cannot start big antivsagt

to write a bestseller and get famous with it. It's not the way it works. This i
just a collection of my thoughts about street photography and some tips o
how you should work as a street photographer.

Why | give it away for free?

I'm very privilegd to be a street photographer with the latest geamnd the
ability to travel around theworld. | can affordthis through my full time jobin
Information TechnologySome of mycontacts from all over thevorld don't
have this privilege. But these peopdéll want to learn about street photg-
raphy. They are eager and motivated to gei to the streets with their cen-
eras to make photos. Street photography is a very affordable way of ghoto
raphyand | want to keep it A { S { K Fhii KpubliskthisibOok free of
chargeX


http://500px.com/85mm
mailto:book@85mm.ch?subject=Book Feedback

What isstreet photographyfor me?

Streetphotography has changed my life in a way that | didn't expect it woulc
| suddenly have a plan in my life. | have an activity where | can use my iereat
ty. | get challenged every day. | don't ¢eetred because it's always different. |
can travel theworld for a reasorand | canmeet a lot of people. And last but
not least | wake ujn the morningwith a smile. Street photography is not just
' y23KSNJ gl & 2F LK20G23INILIKed LIYa |

Why another book?

LQY y20 AYyGSNBaldSR Ay (GKS KAalz2NE
interested in the way it is done today and what kind of tools and possibilitie
we have these days. Therefore it will be different to other books as it is ir
personalexperience written in my wagf thinking. | sometimes tend to have a
slightly different view about things, but you will realize that during youdrea
ing. QY RAYINBSH LIK2G23aANF K& F2N Y2NB
time to write down everything knowabout it



http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5598374408
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Where to start?

This is the questiormost of you probably ask themselves when tlsgrt to
learn aboutstreet photography | will help you out by answering "Read this
0221 FANRBRIXb® ¢ KS yyou vilillip®hablyNolw BrioygRto (
get out to the street and start shooting 2 yeRpect to become a master
immediately You cannot learn it in one day. You have to go through a lot «
phases and you might never think you have reached the top. But exactly this
what makes it challenging and interesting.

What isstreet photography?
tQa y2a GKI G
Sure you can go t@Vikipedie
and find an answer there.
Y& @2NR&aZ A
tation of life in public in
candid way. Nothing is sett
nobody was aske@nd it wil
YSOSNI 06S GKS
like holding up a mirror tos
OASiéed LGQA of
ment captured in a decisi
moment.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_photography
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5883390533

When is itstreet photography?

Bruce Gilden once said théif you can smell the street by looking at theoph
to,itda | & NB S tihis biags it & haljpolniK¥ou cannot point your
OF YSNI 2dzi G2 GKS adNBSG FyR YIS
have to get into it to understand itSome people even say that 99% of the
photos out there are not S8 S LIK2 G2 3I NI LIKe& G ¢
aboutthi 2dzad €221 I 0 MdtArpaithntidSHatldipldHn &
tells a story.

What are the differences?

Streetphotography is very versatile. The hardcore guys see strange things c
ly. Like peom in the foreground matching the background in coloatterns
and so on. Some people more likedaily situationor emotion. Some make
photos which make you thinkr which tell a story. | personally like candid
portraits very much, but some people evenirtk this is notstreet photog-

raphy at all. Therés no rule or right way. Just figure out what you like ant fo
low that path until you get it right.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5796258608

Gear is highly overrated

You may ask a lot of people and you will gdbt of different answes about
which camera is the best fastreet photography. You can also buy a new
camera every year as there is a big industry telling you that you should b
new equipment. But if you remember the old days, the masters of pdpoto
raphy, did they have good egpment? Not really. Compared to today'safe
tures they had nothing. But with this "nothing" they made incrediblevark.
Never ever think that you can do better photos with a better camera. This
absolute nonsense.

Useyour built-in tools

There is onlypne thing that makesa difference instreet photography which is
your eye.If you have a good eye, you will see the relevant things. If not, yo
will have problems seeintipe relevance It sounds simple, but you just have
to train your eyelo become a betr Street Photographer

¢KS 3ISINILQY dzaAy3

Currently | do 9% of my street photos with my Lumix GF1 and a 20mm pa
cake lens. FazandidLJ2 NI N> A 04 L dzaS Y& bAlz2y
all I need.There is not a lot of different equipment being usex the street.
Youcanhave a look at the&eXIF data of the photos in this bolbk clicking on
it. | have linked every photo tBlickrwhere you can see all the details.

The smaller the better

While you have to have a big camera, when you hashootingfor a cis-
G2YSNE Ay &aGNBSO LK2G23INFLKe AGQa
The smaller the better is the ke$ince | started shooting with my GF1okn
GAOSR GKIG LIS2LX S R2y Qi S@Sy Séhe-t A
timestheythinkQY | G2dzNARaidX oKAOK A& LISNF

"The best camera is the onethati ¢ A i K chae 2nazX b



The faster the better

| like it when the camera is fast enough to capture the action. | want to b
sure that | get the shot whehwant itto. So no shutter lags or focusing pro
lems are allowed. Therefore the auto focus and the shutter speed are the ki
elements for a solid camera on the street. Often you have to be fast and if yc
can shot a series of photos it can help at thediening to capture the dec
sive moment.

What about the Leica M9?

Some people like the Leica rangefinder camer@sey thik this is the only
camera for street photographyThe main reasoffior that is the size of the
camera versus the sensor size (fullnfig. Sure it would be nice to shoot with
a Leica, but in the end you have to be able to afford it. | have seen gamd p
tos made with mobile phones and | have seen bad photos made with Leli
a ¢ QLald0 dhe gamdia that makes the photo. Maybevill havea different
opinion aboutthe Leica one day, but today | enjoy shooting streets withfan a
fordable camera.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5890200561

t NAYS tSyaSay avYlFLfttSNE Tl aG§SNE OKS
A prime lens is a lens with only one focal length (e.g. 50mm) where yoBu ceé
not zoom. You have to walk to get something biggesmallerin your viev-

finder. Why should | use a prime lens? A prime lens has a lot of adyemta
Here are the top 5 of them.



http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5921345430

Smaller

Prime lenses can be made very small. The ones without AF maagven
shorter than your camera thickness. Especially for street photographers tf
can be very handy as you will not look like a photo journatistr sreet pho-
tography will beome much morediscrete with a prime lensyhich you will
appreciatea lot.

Faster

A prime lens is normally faster than a zoom lens. The maximum aperture or
zoom lens is not faster than f/2.8. On a prime lens fnost of the time lower
which meanghere ismore light getting to your sensor. You can shoot with
less light and yo can achieve a better depth of field. Just be sure to verify a
which aperture your prime lens is the sharpest. The 50mm 1.8D from Nikkor
not as sharp at f/1.8 as it is at f/Zhis is an important point to remember.

Cheaper

There are pretty cheap 50mienses out there, which are really great. Prime
lenses are always cheaper compared to a similar zoom lens. They are easie
produce which makes them cheaper. Of course there are also very expens
prime lenses. But there will be no comparable zoom lkenthem. Especially
for beginners a prime lens would be the better choice. But when you buy you
first camera you think you have to get as much zoom as pos&bbrybody
makes this mistake at the beginning.

Easier

With a prime lens you save the time mboming in/out. This may sound not
that important. But when you always shoot with the same focal length, you
exactly know how your frame will look like. Therefore you also know exact
where you have to stand for a candid portrad fill that frame. Withthis
knowledge about the framing not having to zoom, you probably save ene s
cond. During this second you can shoot 4 photos which might be essential -
a candid portrait. You may think that this is nonsense, but you should try it.
really makes a difience.



Sharper

The quality is also better on a prime lens compared to a similar zoom lens
have never seen a bad prime lens. Even the very cheap Nikkor AF 50mm 1
for $120 is sharper than any average zoom lens from Nikon. | tided 2
years and took some of my best shots with it. Just be sure that you use it «
f/4 to get the best results. f/1.8 is not as sharp as f/4.

Conclusion

There is nothing else than a prime lens, especially for street photography. F
other kinds of phabgraphy a prime lens may not be suitable. | love especiall
the overall performance and the price of prime lenses. For the street they al
priceless and thegven help becoming a better photographérfou have to
think about the framing, before you look tugh the viewfinder as you na
not zoom. With a 50mm you will learn a lot about composition and framing. |
will also speed up the preparation to a photo which can be esse8tart
your street photography with a cheap 50mm and you will be fine.


http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5868928312

It's more than you think

A lot of people think thastreet photography is just pressing thehutter re-
lease button at the right momen&or me street photography is a bigogess
where you camakea lot of mistakes and where there are a lot of tages.

| think there are a lot of opportunities to improvgour photographywhich
R2Say Qi NBIffte Aygd2f ke alekdSmahydaitorsi F
fluencing someone's work and the success of it. | would not say that I''o-a st
cessful photograpér, but | can at least say, that there are some peoplalfrea
ingmy blog, lookngat my photos and reading this book.


http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5887982713














































































































































































































































